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Abstract submitted and accepted by Daintry Gerrand – Manning Coastcare Group 


Manning Coastcare Group (MCCG) won the Australian Government National Coastcare Award in 2006. The Award recognised the scale of achievement and systematic approach to planning and on-ground works.

In 1996 the Group started work on 8 Littoral Rainforest Sites along the Manning coastline in liaison with Greater Taree City Council. The Group now targets prioritised weeds over some 200 hectares of coastal corridor under funding from the Hunter Central Rivers CMA. 

In 1998 MCCG undertook a baseline study of environmental weeds at 51 sites along the coast and used this information to prioritise weeds, develop 'restoration action plans' and apply for funds.

Approx $540,000 has been received in Grant funds since 1996.

Whilst conservation of the biodiversity of the coastal corridor has been a central focus MCCG has also concentrated on developing skills and providing social and employment opportunities for the local community. 

The Group has developed a mechanism for harnessing community contribution on a regular basis through an 'over 50's volunteer worker' program in association with Centrelink. Over 30 locals contribute 15 hours per week every week of the year under this scheme. When this in-kind contribution is coupled with the Groups other voluntary time MCCG has contributed $3 million in labour since 1996.

Specialist Contract Regenerators are used in sensitive environments such as the 'endangered ecological communities' of Littoral Rainforest and Themeda Grasslands. These Contractors are locally based and have developed invaluable specialised knowledge on weed control techniques and local conditions.  

MCCG is currently undertaking a 10 year review of weed status as a basis to a monitoring program and comprehensive evaluation of success. Funding has been provided by Hunter Central Rivers CMA who wish to use the project as a 'model' in monitoring and evaluation. 

In times of increasing population pressures along the coastal fringe and climate change predictions the sustainability of our natural ecosystems as well as our local social networks is a very important part of 'building the resilience of our local environment'. 

Manning Coastcare Group is continuing to expand its programs to integrate changes in community profiles, shifts in arrangements for the unemployed and to maintain biodiversity within the coastal corridor.  
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